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Illusion of absence
The visual system favours 
interpretations that are invariant to 
small changes in viewpoint (generic 
view principle, Albert, 2001). This might 
lead to the perception of occluded 
space as being empty (illusion of 
absence) in highly coincidental 
situations (Ekroll et al., 2021).

Road accidents

Perceptual effect of occlusionPerception of occluded space

A-pillar occluding a pedestrian.

A-pillar occlusion depending on distance.The illusion of absence in road traffic, e.g., induced by the 
car’s A-pillar, can lead to looked-but-failed-to-see (LBFTS) 
accidents (Cheng et al., 2019, Ekroll et al., 2021).
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Imagine: How easy is it for you to imagine that the fruit was hidden behind the occluder?
Likely: How likely do you think it is that the fruit was hidden behind the occluder?
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Distances and sizes based on Ekroll et al. (2021).
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