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What is open access? 

 

Immediate, free and unrestricted  

online access to digital scholarly material, 
primary peer‐reviewed research articles 
in scholarly journals 



Traditional publishing 

 

• Access to those who can 
afford to pay 

• Researchers do the work 
for free – the profit goes 
to the publisher 

• The publisher keeps 
rights – limits reuse 

Phd. Comics 



Why Open Access? 

• Research paid by society should be 
available for everyone to use 

• Extends readership and improves citation 
rates 

• Enables global communication and 
collaboration  

• Scholarly work is licensed in a way that 
gives users the right to reuse 

 



 
Open Access removes price barriers 
  
 

 

 

 



Open Access removes permission barriers 

 

 

 



The roads to Open Access 



 
1. Green – self-archiving in a repository 
 

 

• Institutional or subject based 

• Ensures long-term archiving 

• Accepted version of article (post-print) 

• Usually after an embargo period (6, 12, 24 
months) 

• Does not remove permission barriers 

 

 



2. Gold: Publishing Open Access 

• Open Access journals  

• Hybrid Open Access – in subscription based 
journals 

• Open Access books 

• Publication fee 

• Open license 



Submit article 

Subscription based journal Open Access journal 

Accepted 
version to 
repository 

APC to publish APC to publish? 

Green Open 
Access Gold Open Access 



Publishing contracts 

• The author transmits copyright  

• The publisher gets an exclusive license to publish 

– to reproduce, distribute or use the article in 
any public medium 

– to base new work on the original publication  

– to reuse the publication 

– to reuse graphs, tables, etc. 

 
 



“I herby assign to the Copyright Owner the 
copyright in the manuscript (…) and any 
tables, illustrations or other material 
submitted for publication as part of the 
manuscript in all forms and media 
(whether now known or later developed), 
throughout the world, in all languages, for 
the full term of copyright” 

 
Elsevier Standard Contract 2015 

 



Alternative – open license 

 

• Author does not sign 
away copyright 

• Author keeps the right 
to reuse own work 

• Author gives others the 
right to share and adapt 
the work 

 



How to evaluate the quality of open access journals? 

1. Is the journal an established journal within your field? 

2. Who is on the editorial board and who are the authors?  

3. Is the journal listed in Directory of Open Access Journals? 

4. Does the publisher commit to best practices in publishing? 

5. Does the journal have transparent information: editors, 
ownership, guidelines for peer review, pricing and copyright? 

6. Does the journal let you keep copyright and offer an open 
license? 

7. Does the journal offer waivers to authors from low-income 
countries? 

8. Does the journal ask for a submission fee instead of 
publication fee?  

 

 

 

 





 

Open scholarship is only meaningful if 
everyone can both access and 
participate 



Resources 

• Directory of open Access Journals: 
https://doaj.org/  

• Sherpa/RoMEO (publisher/journal policy to 
self-archiving): 
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php  

• Creative Commons Licences: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/  

https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/


Photos 

• The lock: Copyright Auntie P: http://www.flickr.com/photos/auntiep/292629587/  Licensed 
under the CC Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.0 Generic License. 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/deed.en 

• The green road: Copyright joysaphine: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/joysaphine/2524274643/  Licensed under the CC Attribution-
Noncommercial 2.0 Generic Licence: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc/2.0/deed.en 

• The gold road: Copyright Yves Lorsen: http://www.flickr.com/photos/ylorson/2573678100/   
  Licensed under the CC Attribution-Noncommercial 2.0 Generic Licence: 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/deed.en 
 

The presentation is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Norway license: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/no 

Logos and images from external sources excluded from CC license. 
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