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Horizon Europe:

an overview
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Innovation in all 3 

pillars
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New EIT KIC in the field of water, 

marine and maritime sectors in 2026

Innovation is in all 3 pillars; 70% of budget is linked to innovation



Pillar 1: ERC proof-of-concept

• Extra grant for ERC project holders

• 150.000 € lump sum

• Facilitate exploration of commercial and social 
innovation potential derived from the ERC main project

• Research activities to explore innovation potential possible

• Key for EIC mobilization (EIC Pathfinder, EIC Transition)

• Short, 10 page proposal

• Evaluated by experts from business and science. All criteria 
need to be passed: idea, approach, capacity

• Success rate over 40% in 2021



Pillar 2: RIAs and IAs to address global challenges

• Most pillar 2 projects are financed through Research and 

Innovation Actions (RIA) or Innovation Actions (IA)

• Pillar 2 with 56% of the entire Horizon Europe budget

• RIAs in pillar 2 are arguably the most important financing

opportunity for UiB researchers

• RIA and IA projects need to address societal needs, outline

target groups and exploitation measures, and create

impacts; i.e., innovation perspectives are integral



Source: European Commission



Pillar 3: Overview

Source: Research Council of Norway



Pillar 3: The European Innovation Council (EIC)

• EIC is the main novelty in Horizon Europe

• EIC Pathfinder, EIC Transition and EIC Accelerator programs

• For breakthrough technologies with market potential

• “Technology” to be interpreted broadly, including for example 

the understanding of human behavior

• High risk / high gain

• Both bottom-up and top-down: Open calls, Challenges calls



Pillar 3: EIC Pathfinder

• Funds research to develop the scientific basis to underpin

breakthrough technologies

• EIC Pathfinder Open: bottom-up. Any field of science 

without predefined thematic priorities

• EIC Pathfinder Challenges: top-down. Challenge-driven; 

project portfolios with portfolio managers



Pillar 3: New EIT KIC in 2026?

Source: Innovation Norway



UiB performance in 

Horizon 2020 and 

Horizon Europe



UiB innovation activities in H2020 + Horizon Europe



UiB performance in Horizon 2020

Source: Research Council of Norway
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Europe



Pillar 2: Strengthen innovation perspectives in RIA/IA
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Pillar 2: Strengthen innovation perspectives in RIA/IA
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Pillar 2: Strengthen innovation perspectives in RIA/IA

• Research translation: Examples of pathways to innovation
                               

                              
           
                 
            

             
             

                 
                
        

            
       

              
          

              
               

                   
                
             
            

            
               
              

                                 
       

            
                   

                 
                  
            
             

                   
                
                  
      

                                 
            
            
            

              
    

         
                 
     

              
           
          
        

Source: Yves Aubert, UiB



• Increase innovation potential in RIA and IA projects

• Increase researchers’ innovation literacy

• Create innovation plan

• Prepare for research translation

• Build collaborations and networks

• Outline measures to maximize impact

• Understand and address innovation indicators, e.g.

– Technological novelty

– Market scope

– Ecosystem embeddedness

– Innovation readiness

Pillar 2: Strengthen innovation perspectives in RIA/IA



• Create work packages that reflect innovation activities: Innovation

management with specific tasks and structures, incl. exploitation

and IP management (capture, assess, protect, exploit, disseminate)

Pillar 2: Strengthen innovation perspectives in RIA/IA



• Internal training programs:

– UiB Opp. Target group: advisors

– Momentum, TMS and UiB FERD career programs. 

Target group: selected early-/mid-stage researchers

– Innovation courses on demand. For example Bergen 

Offshore Wind, CET201, CCBIO/NeuroSysMed, Health 

innovation. Target group: various.

• Courses by external consultancy firms, organized by RCN, 

e.g. Europa Media, Innovayt, Enspire, Hyperion.

Target groups: researchers, advisors

Pillar 2: Strengthen innovation perspectives in RIA/IA



Pillar 2: Strengthen innovation perspectives in RIA/IA

• UiB Horizon Europe Toolbox



Pillar 1: Systematic mobilization for ERC PoC

• Low effort, high success rate

• Usually 3 deadlines per year, next deadlines 19.5.+29.9.22

• ERC PoC project holders are eligible to apply for EIC 

Transition funding (€ 2,500,000)

• An ERC PoC application needs to show that the idea has the 

potential to drive innovation (tackle societal challenge, create 

market value)

• Breakthrough innovation potential

• Needs a sound approach and methodology

• FIA is visiting with all ERC project holders



Pillar 3: Mobilize for EIC

• EIC Pathfinder projects require specific researcher and project profiles:

– ambitious, high risk projects

– pioneering, ground-breaking science

– long-term vision, high gain

• Points above significantly overlap with ERC characteristics

• Both ERC and EIC Pathfinder share high expectation on novelty and 
groundbreaking nature (contrast to Pillar 2)

• Risk evaluation similar between ERC and EIC Pathfinder: high conceptual
risk, low operational risk, high feasibility

• Evaluation standard similarly high as ERC (and higher compared to Pillar 2)

→ ERC candidates might also be good EIC Pathfinder candidates

→ UiB has good ERC track-record; add innovation perspectives onto
solid ERC foundation



Pillar 3: Mobilize for EIC

• ERC PoC as stepping stone toward EIC Pathfinder or EIC 

Transition

• EIC Transition projects are mainly recruited from EIC 

Pathfinder and ERC PoC projects. In 2021: 42% of EIC 

Transition projects are further developments of ERC PoCs

• UiB idé as tool to link to EIC Pathfinder

• In coordination with faculty and institute research advisors, 

FIA initiated a project to map potential EIC Pathfinder

candidates all across UiB



Pillar 3: Mobilize for EIC

• Ideas to incentivize ERC PoC and EIC at UiB?



uib.no



Pillar 3: EIC Pathfinder

Source: European Commission



Pillar 3: EIC Pathfinder
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Pillar 3: EIC Pathfinder
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