
Science Communication  
Outreach-disseminate 



What do you do? 



@kikkikleiven 









”The 30-second-are-you-able-to-tell-it-in-the-elevator-format” 



• The 30 -second format is an effective way to 
win attention when you give talks, or when 
your write an article or opinion piece .  
 

 
•  Can you awaken interest, you meet a reader 

or an audience that is motivated to think more 
deeply about what you have to say. 



Dissemination for policy makers 

Dissemination for mass media  

Outreach for Educators and schools 

Peer-to-peer communication 
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Why do we do it? 



1. Outreach does not give much merit 
 

2. Dissemination traditionally gives little prestige (among colleagues)  
 

3. Provide little or no economic impact 
 

4. I do not have time 
 

5. Bound by tradition  
 
 

What on earth can a university do to get the researcher to do 
something she had not thought to do , do not have time to do, and not 

even being rewarded for doing ? 

5 barriers to research communication 
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Why do we do it? 



Becoming a fossil is a quick 
and effortless way to become 

a global superstar 



Be human  
 

Choose low oxygene environments 
 

Pick your burial spot carefully  
 

Be found 
 
 
 



The main person: 
The researcher presents the 
results of her own research or 
gives an account of research 
evidence in her own area 

The helper: 
Journalists gladly contact with researchers 
and other experts when they do their 
research (journalistic investigation) of 
reports  

Expert Commentator :  
Journalists are constantly looking for scientists and 
experts who can comment on current affairs. Maybe 
they need your voice to say something about an 
international research study . Maybe they need a critical 
voice, which could bring some conflict into the reportage 

The entertainer: 
where a panel of scientists answers all kinds 
of questions like a science entertainment 
show on Friday night 

Who do you want to be? 



We encourage our participants to adopt a crisp 10 
Minutes Presentation Format.  

 
1 Minute: Self Introduction and Topic 
2 Minutes: Problem Area/ Need of Research 
2 Minutes: Inputs/ Efforts/ Methodology 
2 Minutes: Outputs 
1 Minute: Take Aways  
2 Minutes: Discussion 

 
This format is tried and tested, and makes the 
sessions very meaningful, rather than 
monotonous and full of slumber.  

 “Your paper have been chosen for an Oral Presentation…” 



 
• Why is this interesting 

 
• What have you found out , what are the 

main findings / conclusions  
 

• How have you come to this ?  
 

• What practical implications could this 
have ? What advice can you give on the 
basis of research?  
 
 











The art of speech is a classic skill that carries the tag rhetoric 
 
 
 It allows you to play on three factors:  
 
• your credibility ( ethos )  

 
• subject matter content ( logos )  

 
• and the public emotions ( pathos )  
 
 
Unfortunately it is not always enough with  credibility and good 
content.  You also need to speak to people's hearts.  
 
You have to dare to offer yourself and show your commitment . 



Be yourself! Play on your own strengths. Do not attempt to 
imitate others. Then you can lose your credibility.  
 
Decide what you want to achieve . What do you want the lecture 
to lead to ?  
 
Concentrate on one or a few key messages .  
 
Tell what to you want to talk about , tell and summarize the 
points you want people to take home with them! 
 
 
A lecture is not dependent on cool presentation tools . Try 
without. A good story well told trumps PowerPoint ! 









Think of your audience. What are they interested in and what are 
they concerned about ?  
 
How can you present your message so that they recognize 
themselves in it.  
 
Try to capture your audience's attention from the first moment.  
 
Show that you know who you're talking to .  
 
Introduce yourself , both professionally and personally. Break the 
ice!  
 
Engage your audience. Try a personal stories . Feel free to use 
physical objects to illustrate your point. Think of a strong finish 
with a call to action . 
 
 



You can not practice enough before 
you give the talk! Practice in front of 

others. Be sure to get honest, 
constructive feedback .  

 
 



Why do we do it? 





Foto: U. Ninnemann 

Thank you! 
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