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Key	Findings	
A	key	finding	was	that	majori+es	in	all	four	par+cipa+ng	countries	believe	that	climate	change	is	happening,	
and	there	is	broad	support	for	a	range	of	different	policy	measures	to	address	it.		In	par+cular,	the	study	
found:	
	

Climate	Change	Beliefs	
The	majority	(over	80%	in	all	4	countries)	believe	that	the	world’s	climate	is	changing,	and	a	similar	
propor+on	think	that	it	is	at	least	partly	caused	by	human	ac+vity.		
Six	in	ten	(60%)	believe	that	we	are	already	feeling	the	effects	of	climate	change,	and	associate	the	main	
effects	with	disrup+on	to	weather	in	their	country	(more	storms	and	floods,	unpredictable	weather,	and	
hoSer/dryer	spells).	
	

The	Scien,fic	Consensus	
Only	minority	percentages	(24%	in	Germany,	30%	UK,	33%	France,	and	35%	in	Norway)	believe	that	there	is	
a	strong	scien+fic	consensus	on	climate	change.	
	

Support	for	Key	Policy	Measures	
At	least	two	thirds	support	their	country	being	part	of	the	2015	Paris	interna+onal	climate	change	
agreement.			
Majori+es	in	all	four	countries	support	using	public	money	to	prepare	now	for	the	impacts	of	climate	
change,	and	to	help	developing	na+ons	cope	with	extreme	weather.		
Renewable	energy	(solar,	offshore	and	onshore	wind,	and	hydropower)	remain	the	most	popular	energy	
sources	in	all	countries,	and	majori+es	of	69%	or	over	support	using	public	money	to	subsidise	renewable	
energy	sources.	
	

The	Refugee	Crisis	in	Europe	and	Future	Migra,on.		
For	the	very	first	+me	the	survey	probed	beliefs	about	climate	change	and	migra+on,	a	topic	which	had	
aSracted	some	media	comment	during	2016	in	the	light	of	the	European	refugee	crisis.		
A	clear	majority	in	all	four	countries	dispute	that	climate	change	is	one	of	the	causes	of	the	high	number	of	
refugees	coming	to	Europe.		
However,	30%	(in	the	UK),	37%	(France),	39%	(Germany)	and	57%	(in	Norway)	did	think	that	climate	change	
will	lead	to	more	migra+on	to	their	country	in	the	future.	
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The	study	was	co-ordinated	by	Cardiff	University	(project	leader:	professor	Nick	Pidgeon,	School	of	
Psychology)	in	collabora+on	with	the	University	of	StuSgart	in	Germany,	Ins+tut	Symlog	in	France,	the	
University	of	Bergen	and	the	Rokkan	Centre	in	Norway,	and	Climate	Outreach	in	the	UK.		

This	study	surveyed	for	the	very	first	+me	the	in-depth,	na+onally	representa+ve	opinions	on	
climate	change,	climate	policy	and	future	energy	op+ons	of	over	4,000	members	of	the	public	in	
four	countries	which	are	central	to	climate	policy	and	the	efforts	in	Europe	to	construct	a	low	
carbon	energy	system	of	the	future.		

The	research	was	primarily	funded	under	
the	JPI-Climate	programme	(Norway:	
KLIMAFORSK	/	Norwegian	Research	
Council	plus	co-funding	Akademiaavtale	/	
Statoil	–	University	of	Bergen).	Fieldwork	
was	undertaken	in	all	four	countries	during	
June	2016	by	Ipsos	MORI.		
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Further	informa,on:	
•  The	survey	report	is	available	online	at:	hSp://orca.cf.ac.uk/98660/7/EPCC.pdf	
•  TwiSer	hashtag	#EPCC17	
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