
 
 

From Sling Throwers to Warlords? Warfare in the 
Aegean Bronze Age 

Lecture by Dr. Angelos Papadopoulos (Program Director, CYA, Athens) 

 

 

Reconstruction (suggested) of the Siege Rhyton from Grave Circle A, Mycenae (© A. Papadopoulos & N. Sepetzoglou) 

The lecture will take place on Wednesday, 5 February 2025, at 7:00 p.m. (EST) at the 
Norwegian Institute at Athens, Tsami Karatasou 5, 11742 (the lecture will also be streamed 

online via Zoom) 

 

Registration is required for both in-person and virtual attendance. 

To attend in-person, please register at norwinst@uib.no 
 

To attend via Zoom, please register via the following link: 

https://uib.zoom.us/meeting/register/f9o4qtYoTHu4gQJWhYv8OA 

 

mailto:norwinst@uib.no
https://uib.zoom.us/meeting/register/f9o4qtYoTHu4gQJWhYv8OA


 
 

Abstract 

Aegean Bronze Age warfare has drawn increasing scholarly attention over the past 25 years. During 
this period, conferences, workshops, research papers, and publications have significantly enriched 

our understanding of prehistoric violence and warfare in the Aegean. Research has focused on 
iconography, weapon technology, literary sources, fortifications, and defensive features, with more 
recent emphasis on human skeletal material. In recent years, the economic aspects of warfare have 

also gained well-deserved attention, raising questions such as: What resources are required to 
produce high-quality bronze weapons? Who supplies the alloy? What are the logistics of 

constructing monumental fortification walls? How is warfare connected to trade? 

 

This lecture aims to provide an update on current approaches to the study of warfare in prehistoric 
Greece, address methodological challenges and limitations, and explore how recent discoveries and 
the reassessment of older material contribute to our understanding of warfare practices in mainland 

Greece, Crete, and the Aegean islands. 
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