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A few basics about the NCS

• 6+ times the size of 

‘mainland’ Norway

• Currently, 78 fields 

are in production on 

the Norwegian 

continental shelf 

(NCS). In addition, 

there are 12 

abandoned fields, 

all in the North Sea

UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 2



Effects of Oil and Gas E&P

• Hydrocarbons produce CO2 emissions when 

consumed

• But also when extracted

• Most oil and gas platforms use gas (from the 

same well) to power itself up

• About 10% of the world’s gas emissions 

associated to hydrocarbons come from their 

E&P (Statistics Norway 2015)
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Effects of Oil and Gas E&P
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https://www.vegvesen.no/fag/fokusomrader/miljo+og+omgivelser/klima



What’s the point with

electrification anyway?
• Reduce C02 emissions

• Making E&P of oil and gas greener

– Sure, but oil and gas is bad, right?
• Well, but it is 60% of the globe’s energy demand

• Not easily substituted

• We produce around 2% of the world’s hydrocarbons production

• Clear financial reasons to electrify

– EU-ETS

– National CO2 and other gases taxes

• Wind of Change: A Scandinavian Perspective on Energy 
Transition and the ‘Greenification’ of the Oil and Gas Sector
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https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3829455


Electrification & Taxonomy
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Delegated Act 21 April 2021
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• No specific rules for electrification of the the

continental shelf

• Does contain rules for generation of electricity

• Wind

• Hydropower



Delegated Act 21 April 2021
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… and now what?

UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 14



UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 15



UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 16



UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 17



UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 18



UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN

PAGE 19



Assessment of projects

• Taxonomy is a checklist

– Contribute to environmental objectives

– No signficant harm

– Sufficient safeguards

– Technical screening is passed

• And promote the objectives:

– Mitigation, adaptation, sustainable use, 
circulary economi, pollution and protection

• Taxonomy as an instrument with an end
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Assessment of projects

• Technical criteria is not an automatic free pass:

• Different projects need to be assessed:

«the Commission should establish technical screening 
criteria that provide for sufficient legal clarity, that are 

practicable and easy to apply, and for which compliance 
can be verified within reasonable cost-of-compliance 

boundaries” (Recital 47 EU Taxonomy Regulation).
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Some elements to consider

• Substantial contribution the environmental

protection/climate change

– Presumed if technical criteria fulfilled

• Nothing on technical specifications about wind

for oil and gas

– Or electricity for oil and gas
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Some elements to consider

• But… we have analogies:

– Regulation of ships for oil and gas transport

• not in line

• Carbon-intensive lock-in effect?

– Is this a case?

• Taxonomy does not in principle affects state

aid to electrify

– But could if there is a spillover
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… on other news

• CCS considered within the Delegated Act

– Opportunity for the Norwegian Continental Shelf

– Norwegian government priority

– Same issues as wind for oil and gas?

• Natural gas «pending»

– What about gas and oil together?

• Seems very very unlikely

• Keen interest of Norwegian Government to include

aquaculture in the future
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